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PRESS RELEASE No. 10

The 6th year of the International Festival of Animated films

 inTrebon / CZECH REPUBLIC

 has its winners!

Prague, 11th May - The 6th year of the International Festival of Animated films in Trebon is over. The winners of all festival competitions (international, national and internet animation competition, the Trebon Prize, Audience Prize) were announced. 242 films from 38 countries competed this year, the festival has been visited by more than 100 guests from abroad (from 24 countries). The famous Belgian director Raoul Servais has been the Honorary President, international jurors include prominent Czech and foreign authors – Vlasta Pospisilova, Garri Bardin, Pritt Pärn, Rodolfo Pastor, Gene Deitch, Paul Bush, Jean-Luc Slock, Aurel Klimt and Pawel Czarzasty. The jury in the competition category The Best Czech Short Animated Film consists of Michaela Pavlatova, Rudolf Urc and Josef Valusiak. A new category, Internet Animation, was included for the first time.


In the Accompanying Film Programmes the audience could see successful Czech and foreign films, some of them had their premiere here (Renaissance, Ugly Duckling and Me). Numerous expert seminars and workshops took place under the ProfiForum section – for example the presentation of SpaFi with Michael Ingrassia from the United States.

AniFest cooperates more and more closely at the international level, especially with authors and institutions from neighbouring countries. This year the audience had the possibility to see contemporary Austrian animation, animation from the Visegrad countries and contemporary Spanish animation. 

This year’s AniFest has again confirmed its aim to actively educate young people and bring them closer to animation and visual arts, for example through the Schools of Animation, where children try themselves what it is like to be an animator(Rodolfo Pastor´s workshops). Another strong point of the festival is great amount of attention dedicated to art schools and students’ works(Jean-Luc Slock´s and Paul Bush´s seminars), which has also been reflected in the structure of the audience – there have been mostly young people.

ANIFEST 2007 AWARDS 

AniFest Grand Prix 

The Runt  

Director: Andreas Hykade 

Arguments of the Jury:

For the film what was better than the best film in this festival.

Film info:

Germany

2006, 10 min 05 sec

Technique: Andreas Hykade

Director: Andreas Hykade

Designer: Andreas Hykade

Screenplay: Andreas Hykade

Music: Ulrich Reuter

Producer: Studio Film Bilder - Thomas Meyer-Hermann

Distributor: Studio Film Bilder

Prize for the Best Feature-Length Film

One Night in One City (Jedne noci v jednom meste) 

Director: Jan Balej

Arguments of the Jury:

For the longest film among the shortest and the best among the longest.

Film info:

Czech Republic 
2007, 1 hod 09 min

Technique: puppets

Director: Jan Balej, 

Designer: Jan Balej

Screenplay: Ivan Arsenjev, Jan Balej

Music: Tadeáš Věrčák

Producer: MAUR film

Made by company: MAUR film

Distributor: MAUR film, Falcon

What can happen in a city in one night?     
What happens when a man stitches a stranger’s ear onto his own head? 

In the dark streets of Prague, can you meet a genie that will fulfil whatever you wish? 

Do you think there are places where time grinds to a halt? 
Do you know what disturbs the routine of an insect circus, what a city hunter is up to and what is it that excites his neighbours? Can a fish make friends with a tree? 
A new feature length animated movie with touches of horror and plenty of black humour. Tales of human loneliness, weird events and strange people, that  surround us all the time.

Prize for the Best Short Film

Lost in Snow (Zuduši Sniega) 
Director: Vladimir Leschiov

Arguments of the Jury:

For the best film in this festival
Film info:

Latvia
2007, 7 min 50 sec

Technique: drawing on folio

Director: Vladimir Leschiov

Designer: Vladimir Leschiov

Screenplay: Vladimir Leschiov 

Music: Normand Roger

Producer: JetMedia - Inga Praulina

In winter some people go ice fishing. Excitement intensified by freezing temperatures and strong drinks lead to unpredictable consequences.

Jury Special Prize

Lapsus

Director: Juan Pablo Zaramella

Arguments of the Jury:

For the almost best film

Film info:

Argentina
2007, 3 min 20 sec

Technique: drawing on paper

Director: Juan Pablo Zaramella

Designer: Juan Pablo Zaramella

Screenplay: Juan Pablo Zaramella

Animation: Juan Pablo Zaramella

Producer: JPZtudio - Juan Pablo Zaramella

Never underestimate the power of the dark side.

Jury Special Prize

Bendito Machine 
Director: Jossie Malis

Arguments of the Jury:

For the almost best film
Film info:

Spain 
2006, 4 min 45 sec

Technique: 2D computer

Director: Jossie Malis

Designer: Jossie Malis

Screenplay: Jossie Malis

Music: Jossie Malis

Producer: Zumbakamera - Jossie Malis

A modern tale about power, money, sex and religion, well… as always.

Report of the Jury - Best Television Productions and Commissioned Productions 

Overall, we found our job quite difficult, due to the very high standard of nearly all of the films in competition.  We could have given the prize nearly all of them, although after much deliberation in each category we all agreed on the one film that stood out from the rest.

So, among all the wonderful animation work we were priveleged to see, those are our four choices.  We wish we were allowed to award more prizes.  None of the authors should feel we were voting against them.  As filmmakers ourselves, we well know how much thought, craft, skill, and hard work goes into making an animation film, and we are not happy to have to judge the work of others. But we had a duty and we made our difficult choices.  We did not vote against any of the films.  We simply had to vote for the best of the best!

Prize for the Best Television Film and Serial

Naked (Bloot)

Director: Mischa Kamp

Arguments of the Jury:

This is a film of great strength and courage, covering the extremely sensitive theme of human puberty, a theme rarely, if ever, addressed in an animated film.  Using real interviews, but with the subjects‘ identities masked with the deft use of animation, the film reveals the feelings of young people; their wonder, their fears and uncertainties during the time of momentous changes in their bodies..  We found this film to be the perfect use of our medium of animation to say something meaningful and important, to speak openly about topics usually hidden, and to do it with an animation graphic style that amplifies the meaning, while not avoiding the  inherent humor… and all within the limits of good taste.

Film info:

Netherlands 
2006, 36 min 

Technique: rotoscope

Director: Mischa Kamp

Script: Fiona van Heemstra

Animation:Z. Korai, J. Bosklopper, S. Fredriksen, M. Kandaz, M. van der Bij

Music: Bram Meindersma

Producer: Submarine

Naked is a a series of funny and moving portraits of pre-adolescents struggling with their changing bodies. In a playful manner the animated images comment on compliments the video-images of stories told.

Prize for the Best Video Clip

Apple on a Tree  

Director: Astrid Rieger, Zeljko Vidovic

Film info:

Germany

2006, 4 min 52 sec

Technique: 

Director: Astrid Rieger, Zeljko Vidovic

Script: Astrid Rieger, Zeljko Vidovic

Designer: Astrid Rieger, Zeljko Vidovic

Music: Phoenix the Devourer

Producer: HFG Offenbach (Academy of Design Offenbach)

Arguments of the Jury:

This is a film of pure fun.  What more can we ask for? 

Well, it’s filled out with some remarkable visual and animation effects, and seems to have a cast of thousands, but when you’re laughing so hard,  you don‘t have time to ask too many questions, except maybe one:  Would you rather be an apple or a person?   Or perhaps both?

We can never forget that humor is one of animation’s greatest

resources, and APPLE ON A TREE is a humor winner!

He's an apple on a tree, happily hanging among other apples, enjoying the sun, letting the wind caress his body, but still there is one thing intriguing him: he wants to find out what it's like to be a man.

Prize for the Best Advertisement, Introductory Spot

Bad Note 

Director: Craig Wessels

Film info:

South Africa
2006, 50 sec

Technique: 3D computer

Director: Craig Wessels

Music: Bés

Producer: Wicked Pixels

Arguments of the Jury:

In the category of Advertisements and Introductions,

All of the entries were of course on a high professional standard, but once again we had to make a choice among many fine entries.   We chose one which extremely cleverly fulfills of one of the primary functions of animation, to create the illusion of life in inanimate objects.  For this reason, we award the prize to the South African film BAD NOTE.

Special Jury Mentions

Sunny Day (Ein Sonniger Tag)

Director: Gil Alkabetz

Arguments of the Jury:

First of all we do have the right to choose one more film as an Special Mention, and for that we would like to name the briliant and funny German film Ein Sonniger Tag, directed, written, and animated by Gil Alkabetz, which has just the right ideas for children.

We think this is a great film that deserves the prize. 

In this charming and rather naughty-noty film, printed musical notes do the most amazing things! After seeing this film, you will surely think of music in a new and different way!

Film info:

Germany 
2007, 6 min 17 sec

Technique: 2D computer

Director: Gil Alkabetz

Designer: Gil Alkabetz

Music: Ady Cohen

Producer: Sweet Home Studio - Gil Alkabetz

The sun raises as in every morning, but today it discovers it is not as welcome it hoped to be.

Prize for the Best Internet Film

The Park (Le Parc)

Director: Hervé Marchal and Bruno Rhinn

Arguments of the Jury:

In the category of Internet animations, among 13 outstanding entries, there was one film that seemed to us to be totally fresh and original, with inventiveness that stood out from the others.   We  award the prize to the French film, LE PARC

Directed by.

This is a film of seemingly endless magic and graphic ideas.

Because it is so original in design, it cannot be described.

You must see it to enjoy the fun of this wonderful day in a park!

Film info:

France

2006, 53 min 40 sec

Designer: Hervé Marchal

Screenplay: Camille Carpentier

Animation: Bruno Rhinn

Music: Brita Malice

Producer: Association Firminides – Bruno Rhinn

Audience Prize for the Best Internet Film

Bloody Mary

Director: Zina Papadopoulou 

Film info:

Greece

2007, 1 min 6 sec

Animation: Zina Papadopoulou 

Music: Gregory Grigoropoulos

A door opens. Mary faces the strange room with mixed feelings of excitement and greed. Could things seem different has she been a cow?

Prize for the Best Student Film

Botteoubateau 

Director: Marina Rosset

Arguments of the Jury:

Original design, subtle animation, and inventive visual storytelling all used to tell a charming and sexy allegory of women’s power over men.

Film info:

Switzerland 
2007, 3 min 

Technique: drawing on paper, 2D computer

Designer: Marina Rosset

Screenplay: Marina Rosset

Animation: Marina Rosset

Producer: HGKL Luzern

Three poor fishermen, a bunch of scary pirates and a lonely seamonster share the same waters.

Special Jury Mention

My Happy End 

Director: Milen Vitanov

Arguments of the Jury:

Intelligent and sober animation, fully in service of original humour.

Film info:

Germany

2007, 5 min 30 sec

Technique: drawing on paper, photography, pixilation, special effects

Director: Milen Vitanov

Design: Milen Vitanov

Screenplay: Milen Vitanov

Music: Stefan Marie Schneider

Producer: Hochschule fur Film und Fernsehen Potsdam

All dogs chase their tails. A dog once succeeds in catching his own tail. That changes his life as he finds his best friend in it.
Prize for the Best School Collection

École nationale supérieure des arts visuels de La Cambre
Arguments of the Jury:

The Jury has chosen La Cambré for the high standard and inventiveness of all the films chosen for the competition. The Jury appreciates particularly that the school encourages its students to use a wide variety of animation techniques and the development of complex and sophisticated storytelling. 

Special Jury Prize

Angst

Director: Emiel Penders

Arguments of the Jury:

For mixing graphic and photographic elements in black and white with brilliant observation and comic timing to tell a child’s tale of his love for his dog with poignant humor. 

Film info:

Belgium

2005, 6 min 38 sec

Technique:drawing on paper, photography, pixilation, special effects

Director: Emiel Penders

Design: Emiel Penders

Screenplay: Emiel Penders

Music: Emiel Penders

Producer: Emiel Penders

From the day André was born, he got  harassed by the wind, which resulted in a fear for it. He is forced to confront his fears, the moment his dog gets in trouble.

Prize for the Best Film Made by Children

Cheezy 
Directors: children - collective work

Film info:

Belgium

2006, 2 min 45 sec

Technique: Drawing on Paper

Producer: Emiel Penders, Kidscam vzw

Arguments of the Jury:

The playful story of small mouse is full of children´s fantasy. It is made with humour and shows the joy of creation.

Special Jury Mentions

Babies (Les Bébés) 

Režie: Collective work

Film info:

France

2005, 1 min 59 sec

Music: Song from Monigue Trehart

Technique: Clay, Cut out

Producer: aaa

Arguments of the Jury:

The jury has chosen this film for its freshness and spontaneity with which the children´s hands mould every character singing, in the background, their naughty little song.  

Babies are fed up with their mother's milk. They would rather taste different milk.

The Trebon Town Prize / Audience Prize

Ms G(Pani G)

Režie: Michal Žabka

Film info:

Czech Republic 
2007, 12 min 

Technique: puppet animation

Director: Michal Zabka

Designer: Michal Zabka

Animation: Alfons Mensdorf - Pouilly

Screenplay: Michal Zabka

Music: Jan P Muchow

Producer: AniFilm spol. s.r.o.

Ms. G. is a puppet love story full of funny situations that can occur during the co-existence of a man and his unusual female life-partner. You can expect humour, romance and at times even thrill.

Prize for the Best Czech Short Animation 

Sweet Porridge (Domecku var) 

Director: Jiri Barta

info o filmu:

Czech Republic 
2007, 10 min 

Technique: 3D computer

Designer: Jiri Barta

Animation: Jakub Srsen, Radek Ruzicka, Pavel Boula

Screenplay: Jiri Barta

Music: Ivan Dolezalek

Producer: Alkay Animation Prague - Petr Horak

The story takes place in an old winding tin toy piggy bank in the shape of a house. 

Its interior is gradually filled with little characters, objects and animals which fly inside and meet regularly at certain moments or, alternatively, miss each other. They move within the empty abstract space along geometrical proportions similar to the planets of the Solar System. 

Special Jury Mention

Exit us

Director: Josef Lepša

Film info:

Czech Republic

2006, 2 min 59 sec

Director: Josef Lepsa

Designer: Josef Lepsa

Animation: Josef Lepsa

Screenplay: Josef Lepsa

Music: Josef Lepsa

Technique: 2D Computer

Producer: Josef Lepsa
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About the AniFest 2007 -  International Festival of Animated Films in the Czech Republic
It is the only animated film festival in the Czech Republic. Its 6th edition took place in the South Bohemian town of Trebon from May 3rd – 9th. 242 films from 38 countries took part in the competition. In non -competitive screenings successful Czech and foreign films, including the latest film by Aardman Studio „Flushed Away“ were shown . The favourite films of the nestor of Czech animation Mr Bretislav Pojar that inspired and influenced him were screened. There was a life retrospective of the famous Belgian director Mr Raoul Servais who was also be the honorary president of AniFest 07. Contemporary Spanish animation was introduced. The accompanying program offered exhibitions, concerts, ProfiForum for film specialists, and also schools of animation where children, under the leadership of famous animators e.g. Rodolfo Pastor, tried making their own animated movie. Before the festival a conference „Drugs and TV“ took place. For more info check www.anifest.cz 

